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Befriend Others, 
Attitude of Gratitude, 
Different (Holy Spirit Directed Life), 
Difference (Being a difference in the World)

Songs will be sung as appropriate to the outline.  

B  
Befriend others

Story about Colton and how he distanced himself from negativity of some of our friends.

1 Corinthians 15:33 – Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.”
Proverbs 13:20 – “Walk with the wise and become wise, for a companion of fools suffers harm.”

-One of the biggest ways we can make an impact on the people around us is simply befriending them or treating them with respect. You’re not going to be great friends with everyone you meet but you can always work towards respecting everyone you are around
-The friends that you make are going to either build you up in Christ or tear you by the ploys of the world. There are so many people out there who sadly want to live for themselves and do not know or care about living for God. This can be an opportunity to share the Gospel with your friends even though you are young. Never let anyone tell you that you cannot do something because of your age. 
-You want to look for people that have similar interests as you and that you get along well with. In the Bible it talks about being “equally yoked” in faith with others especially your husband or wife. This simply means you want to try and find friends who are on a walk with Christ and even at a young age are striving to learn more about him as you can both build each other up and encourage one another in your walk. There is more about how to look for these types of friends and what to look for in my devotional book!
-Having friends that are not Christians is not a bad thing. You just want to make sure you are spending a good amount of time with both so people who want to live by the world’s standards aren’t constantly influencing you. This just means people who disobey their parents, don’t want to respect other kids or teachers at school, and just kind of do their own thing in life. 







A 
Attitude of Gratitude

Giving 100% in all you do and living for an audience of one.

Personal story about school, realizing why that is a good thing to work towards just as anything is because it can be used to witness to others, Christ gives me work ethic in anything.  (Scheels folding shirts story)

Colossians 3:23 – Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters. 
Philippians 4:13 – I can do all things through Him who gives me strength. 

-Living for Christ is not easy by any means, but so rewarding
-Letting Christ be the center of all you decisions in life is freeing because you aren’t concerning yourself about doing things to impress other people or making big decisions alone. You can prayerfully consider what God would want you to do and pray that he makes it clear what you should do in any kind of situation. 
-It is biblical to do all things through Christ, even things that seem really tough or that we don’t want to do.  A great verse is Philippians 3:14 which says, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” This can be a daily reminder that God can give us the strength to do anything and also that God will not even give us challenges or problems that he knows we cannot face. We may not be able to face him alone, but with God, all things are possible (Matthew 19:26)
-The concept of A1 or audience of one is an important one to grasp onto. We are not here to live for ourselves, make money, have a steady job, then die. God wants us to live life and live it to the fullest. He wants to keep us from trouble and love on others as He loved us even though we are undeserving of His forgiveness. 
-The world has so many standards, especially for young people. This is magnified because of the wide use of social media that takes place in today’s world. In movies and music, drugs, money, and women are objectified and glorified and we are so often subjected to the message that if we don’t have these things or look this way or have this many followers on social media, people won’t accept us. God accepts us just as we are because He made you the way He did for a reason. This is why we shouldn’t try to live our lives pleasing others, but instead pleasing God. 











D 
Different

Being different by letting the Holy Spirit control us and not ourselves as taught by the world.

You Were Different poem
Story about Gage from school and Boys Town

Romans 8:5 – For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 
2 Timothy 1:7 – For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 


-Being controlled by the Holy Spirit is how we are able to rely on God in our times of need and also in our daily lives. What exactly is the Holy Spirit and how do I do that? -Accepting Christ (John 3:16) is the first thing. The Holy Spirit is present in your life when you accept Jesus as your savior. God offers the gift of forgiveness and eternal life to us through his son who He sent to take all of the sins we would ever commit away. This came at a price, however. Jesus died on the cross to save anyone who believes in Him so that one-day when we too die, we will be in Heaven with Him forever. 
-Someone from the Bible who perfectly displays what God’s forgiveness and grace can really do is Paul whose name used to be Saul. Saul hated Christians, and I mean hated. He was the reason that hundreds of Christians were thrown into prison and many others were killed. When he was on his way to Damascus, a city in Syria (many events of the Bible take place in the Middle East area), a bright light shined so intensely at his eyes that he was blinded, and he heard a voice say, “Saul! Saul! Why do you persecute Me?” He realized that this was God and was told by Him to go into the city. Saul was blinded for 3 days until a follower of Jesus’ came to him and prayed for him. His sight was immediately restored and he was later baptized that day. He changed his name to Paul and endured pain and suffering to spread the Gospel all around the surrounding areas. He as thrown into prisons himself multiple times and even sent to isolation on an island. Paul wrote 8-12 books of the Bible (Scholars say 8 even though 12 are attributed to Paul as the writer)
-An incredible story such as Saul’s conversion to Paul goes to show what God can really do in your life once you fully allow him to work in and through you. 
-How do I continue to do that? Reading plan and daily surrender, asking HS to guide you every day
-Being different not only spiritually but personally, not following the crowd and striving for any dreams that you may have 




D 
Difference

How you can strive to make a difference by being different.


Ephesians‬ 
Mark‬ 



-One of the biggest ways that we can share the gospel is just by simply living for Christ by walking in his ways and allowing the Holy Spirit to control our actions and us as we talked about before. This is where these two parts of being different and making a difference really start to come together as we can make a difference by being different. 
-Being respectful to others, not using bad words, obeying your parents, and lending a helping hand whenever you can are just a few things we can do in and through Christ to be a light to any who see us. People notice difference and will ask about it once they realize that you don’t do some things other people do or act the ways that others act. 
-Other ways that we can live for God and be different is with our integrity, our purity, and our character. I’m going to give an example of how integrity works but the other two can be found explained in my devotional. Integrity means that you do the right thing even when people aren’t around to see you either do well, or do something bad. Not cheating on tests is an example of keeping good integrity. While others cheat on tests because they don’t want to study, they may ask you why you don’t just cheat. This is a perfect example of an opportunity to explain that that’s something God wouldn’t want you to do, and even though studying is hard work and you may not want to do it, you work hard in all you do because of Colossians 3:23 – “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters.” This example is also an example of how full circle the things I’ve been talking to you about are. Everything works together and comes around in their multiple pieces to really equip you to be the man or woman that God wants you to be. 
-Along with living for God as a way to share your faith, you have to be intentional about it. Actions such as inviting your friends to church or youth group with you are a great ways to start getting someone connected. Grab some friends and do a Bible study once a week. There are so many ways that you can go about sharing your faith. Even having conversations with your friends about what they think about God and topics like that can spark something in them if they see that you are very serious about what you believe. This doesn’t mean you have to know everything. Lots of times you will get questions about your faith that you don’t even know. Your parents or your pastor or youth leaders in your church are great people to go to with tough questions from yourself or from friends. 
-Being understanding is a very big part of sharing your beliefs with people. Unfortunately, Christians have a bad reputation for either being hypocrites and not living the things they say they believe or trying to force Christianity on others. This is something you want to avoid at all costs. Understanding that others may not think or feel the same as you is the first step. You don’t have to come out of the gate and tell someone they’re wrong about what they believe even if something they’re saying is. 
-Your job is to simply explain to them what you believe and why, invite them to come along with you to church or youth group to find out more if they’re interested, and to really strive to live for Jesus to be a light to those who look to you for what you believe in.   








